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A memo from Mr. Belmont to Mr. Tolson ll-22-63"-gdvised f 
that the files were being reviewed concerning Lee HarveyOswald, 
a suspect in captioned matter. ' 

Oswald first cam e to our attention on 1 0-3 1-59 when a 
news clipping indicated thalTTic h'a'Q' TieTcI a pr ess' co nfe rence in his 
room_ at the Me t ropo 1 e .Hole 1^ Moscow.' Fh wh i c h he ad vi s ed'.he had 
applied" to renounc e h is Amer ican ci tixenshi p and ~TTc cpme_ a Soviet^ 

, Qi jj.zcn: He was described as a 20- ve_ar- old for mer U . 'S. Marine and 

received considerable publicity. Vie checked "with the Office of Naval 
-Intelligence (ONI) and were advised that Oswald had ente re d the 
Marine .Corps .a.t_ Dallas, — Texas.,.„10_ = 24 to serve 3 years, was 
release d t o , inactive _duty_on _ 9- 1 1-59 b_ut__had.._pb_l .igaj.ed service until 
12-8h62_- lie had an Identification Division record on his service ~ 
fingerprints which showed no criminal arrests and placed a stop 
against the prints so that any subsequent arrest in the U.S. would be. 
brought to our attention. ' r V " 

* ~-S t a t e _ De pa rtm_Q_n.t. a dv i s e,d . .1 L-22- 5 9 that Oswald had applied^ 

„ at the American Enhas^y j]E3J-59__ adyising__he wished to' renouncc .] 

= hi'S^Ame rlcan c'ifi zenshjp. and g ave as th'i principaT/reason for Kis . ' . 
decision . ^T''a'm_.a”hlarxls t . " He stated tha.t he had been a radar" i 







he was granted Soviet citizenship, he would _mak e. _.k no wn^inTo rma t i o n_ 
concerning the .Marine . Corps_whi.ch. ivas-Jn .his .possession., He again_ 
got "publicity on 11- 15-52_ when the United Press reported that he^ 
had _said_ that. Sq.vieX authorities— wQuld_not._grant_him_citizenshij 2 . 
hl^ough_h£ c oul d li_v_e in Russ.i. a_as_„ a_r.e.s..i dent alie n, ~ \J 

ONI .a.dyi sed 11- 1 5- 611 that Oswa ld had been give n aa. 
undesirable discharg e from the _M_ar_i_ne Corps - Res ervi_xm.--8-_i7-6Q . \J 
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.■v.j?*'- On E = JJ^62_Sial£-_IIeparimejTt-^dyised that it had beerf 
de-term i ned__ th_a .t__0swald_was_.sti.ll-uui_.Americun ..ci ti zen , was married t.o, 

C 5 ' ' a _Sovie t_ci ti zen. and that both.Jiad..££il.i>ermiX.s _to_Ieaye. Russia; th<p 
Stite 'Department had jjiygji_appj:(vval. Jjpr_their,_txa.veL-\vith.. their. 
jrffAntTchTldl to_tliarLLiu On 5- 3 ^--62—th.e ..Bur e au.Jjoatx.UCle.d- Da.l J as„ 

to interview 0swa_l d _i_n_d e. t. ajlL .up o n . hi s_ a r r i va ]— He Xkl.u_rned.tu ■ 

F t V~’ ho r thy T gxa~s on „ (j -_ LX- A2 and was ijitervie.we_d._by— Bureau .agents oru \J 
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Al£— — He XT s TSX y curt and short in a nswe ring many que stions, 

aiTU Jgj.ie_-th e - J. mp rc-S si o n _o jQiej hgL_c oII~and ar rog ant He advised that he 

■was not . v. i jlin c; to t ake a p o_l yg ra ph t e_s_t_. He d eclined t o answer 

I th e u e^; J;p_wJnQie Jia i_ma de__t])e_£o p_to ~R uss i a and~s"fated' 
she did not care to relive the past, then added thaT~ITe went to Russia 
to see the country. He said that he had been given a job as a sheet 
metal worker in a television factory and denied that he had gone to 
Russia because of admiration of the Russian system. He stated that he 
had read books by Karl Marx because of interest in his economic 
theories but yL e_Q. i e_d_ t ha t he had__ever been a member o f t h e Communist 
JiiLT-t-y - He also denied "that he had renounced his U.S. citizenship 
aa d Jjtated that, he did not seek Soviet citizenship. He ad v i sed that 
the oviets never attempted to- obtain information from him concerning 
the Marine Corps; that he w as n_o.t _re_c.ru j ted at an y ti me bv Soviet 
i n tel I :- ge n c e and ma de__no deals wj i,h_. Iti e_S o_Y_i ejt sjto ob tai n.pe rmission, 
J^o^TeTu rh t^ the UTSi He said that he had not given the - Soviets any 
lhFormatfiTh which could be used against the U.S. He also denie d that 
hc__h a d _of f er e d to_reveal any i nfonna t i on to the Soviets obtHned 17 
a s a result of~beihg a radar operator in tT.e~lIa~rTnes~. 

Oswa ld _aa s re i_n_t e r v i ewd _ _on_J? J 6-6 2 and advi se d th p t h e had . 
^ade.-C_onj:ac_t__w i th_$he _._So>yTt_Embassy._i n Washington . D. C to a dvise 
th q^Emba s sy c f Iii s_wlf e~ * s cu .r_re.nt a.d dress wh ich wa s _re qu i red~by 
Sovie t law. He said she would report subsequent changes of adlress 
to ThelEmDassy . He stated that he had never enjoyed his service in 
the U.S. Marines but had not enjoyed his trip to the Soviet Union any 
more than his Marine service. He again deni _e_d_requ. es ti ng rev oc a t i on. 
of his _U. S. cit izenship and stated that he had never affirmel 
allegiance to the Soviet Union. He denied that he had made any deals 
with Soviet intelligence organizations and that he had been assured 

by the U.S. Embassy that Embassy officials were aware of no evidence 

which would warrant prosecution of him should he return to the U.S. 

He advise d that he migh t ha ve t o ret ur.n__to the Sovie t Un ion in about 

5 yea. rs to ta_ke_hi_s wi_fe to see~~he r rel atives. He decline d to . 

\ a u£s tin n s _a S __tp_ wh y lie _y_ojlL_t_Q. _fj) e _jS o vi e t _E njjlIL ar| d sya_t_ed_ 

that nc c onsidered it "n obaV Is. business . n At 'the end of tie interview 
lie agreed to contact the FBI if any person ever contacted him in the 
U.S. under suspicious circumstances . .. '• 

An ajTi c le_J n "The._Times JPi cjiyunej_ New ^ Orl_e.ans .„ Eou_i_sj_a_n^, 
8-1 3-63 i nd i c a t e d ~T Th a .t i lit lia~d~I>e e n sente nced to pay a~~TTn e. oflL-Sl 
*~_o_r se rv e ‘TOU 'av s on a cJia_rg_e_of d isturbing the.. peace as n.._re_sult of 
distribution of a pTulphlet for 1f ~Fa l r Pl av £or_Cuha New Orleans 
by leTter^'-I T-TB ' was i ns 't?uc~tecT~to ascertain the facts concerning^ 
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oji^f4he^^hJ!e_t and determine if he was 
e ngaj,ci in subversive activities. 


TTJ ea_in t n e n e ws p aper tlTTs noted th a t~thTs 

FnH'fTTiT^^n'l^^ - ^ td JX^Ti'orT'ITf v i sTcm^re cord s,) - 

Jnember_o f_theJVFp i_rXLay_fpTCub a_Com¥i tiee '(FFCC ) 

oas sTH^Su ?Il^._aj^nen_t . wijh^^ub a njin i^s wh i 1 e 

‘ ■ ^-^^iLoLjguiJU- and eTecTe~a to 
I r 7116 -OSHI-tLersons arres ted wi th ‘Oswald 

j ^pre, discharged . The arrest took placF~dh'~8r5>-"63: ^ 

Orleans n d o n_8.-K) -63 _by agents of the New 

office a n d ^ a^js ed_t¥ a fTe was un empha^T an d‘ “RaT “comFTo 

rJe^a ns Iab.QUt_4_inQ n_tlis._p.rp vpousli . Tfi e r eh e be g a iTTo~rc ad 

distributed by the FFCC which he considered was not a 
'-communist or communist-controlled group. He had sent a letter to 
. ^adqu a rte rs_pf^lhi5-C.ojnm.U te e a t 799 Broadwav^T'w'Td rOitv 

1 ^dJdL-Sp__ad>T'3_i ng -tija_t_he w . i shed t o jopn _the_Commi ttee . During the 

i ¥903, l>e re ceived through the inaiT a card made" 

HLl 1 i_ P a _me _an d_sjg n e d ^bylYlnZlS^TiTcTOT'dTe'd ThaTTi 
^^_oT3he national ._Qrgaj]jLzaiion^ A^hort JTme_ Id te'rjdf Received 
, ch_made_Jiim a me mbe r._of 'the~~Ncw Orleans chapter' “ 

I p^ JS 'T|- ai r d ' 1 ^at^ 6-6 .^3__anjT.was_ s_i.gn ed’lTrTT'Hidel 1 . He had_jiot 
: JlideJ 1 but__t0ked_t o_J.ij ,j_QQ_tJie^hfine a n d ~h a d ~~a~t tend e.cLm ee Tines 

-< — — ■ — J- . a 7 e but d i d ngt-Lao w _an v _ o f th c other persons 

who atte ndedlfe^au se. they, w^ j^ipno wn only by their first nam es'. ^ ^ 

Investigation also disclosed that on 8^21-63 Oswald 

r 3Qio ^jgTjLpn_JUibb l n T\ e v TD rj e a :i s with Edward Scannell Butler 
sta.ff^ dire ctor oft heinforma tion Council oTTri~5^'m3TTT¥s~TliTrh_ 
■Si-gFiljTTULloJT istrib ut'ion of an tlco mm un j _stjpji u r a t i o n a] 

ISjt.grual^jto I-a tin Amer ican cou ntries. Du rj ng . _t h e_p rog r a Oswald 

§X a _L£l, t n at“Tn c TP CCT is not comnunist-control led and 'that he T) 
Oswald, is a Marxist. - ’ ^ 
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t • T -li— ^LLgjlTg. V R • Pain e. 2515 West Fifth Street, 
i- e 2 ia^-aQ vis eO_ t hat JswaTOas_t h.e. n .employe d by the Texas 
-11 ElmJStrcet ..D.o Has , t exa?. aTT ~I aTToTe r , 
vvaS^TOoming at an unknown address in Dallas and when ne obtaihecT^ - 
enough money he would move his family to an apartment in Dallas. | J 

uCT*: 'if' r- :V.-s. •• .• . 
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- ■ " 0_the.r — than__th.e — chiiriec_ti_on _wi_th_ the FPCC inv estigation 

de^l^edjiQ sub^ersiye dat_a re garding subject except__that during 
^eptemb e r,_l. 962 , a confidential informant advised"that Oswald 'was .a 
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J ong- t i me^ ubs c" ri~ber and advis i_ng _that_he. was. forming . an FPCC__in 
Newjhy leans. He revues ted. some_.of_ !bThe_lYorker Is " literature anil . . 
forwaixled honorary membership, cards ...for... ".those figlfers._fqr .peace, 

—- 1 — 1 1 — busTjal 1 — aird_iMr ._B._ _Davis_ 1 " Ha 1 1 is general secretary of ‘the 
C ommunist P art^^JLJSA^ and Da vi s is tKc na ti onal secretary. 

. investigation disclosed no threats by Oswald against 

the President but did indicate that he drank to excess while residing 
in Ft. Worth, Texas, after his return from Russia and beat his wife. /) 
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